Advent and Christmas Season ~ 2009

Holy Trinity Catholic Church — Westmont, Illinois

The Sacrament of Penance ~ Confessions
Saturdays: 3:15-4:15p.m.
Sundays: During Advent, approximately %2 hour before each of the Sunday morning Masses.
Sunday evenings: 6:00 -6:45 p.m.
Sunday, December 20™:  2:00 - 7:00 p.m. [no confessions before the morning masses today].

*These are the last scheduled confessions before Christmas. Scheduled Confessions are not held on Christmas, or
during it’s Octave Days. Scheduled Confessions will resume on Saturday, January 2™ at 3:15 p.m.

Sunday, December 6" ~ 2-5pm Advent Tea for ALL the ladies of the Parish

Holy Family Hall ~ Featured Speaker: Traci Matheu [reservations/information call Traci Szalek: 630/910-4737]
Tuesday, December 8" ~ Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception

A Holy Day of Obligation
Holy Day Masses: Monday Vigil at 7:00 p.m.,
Tuesday 6:15, 8:15 a.m., Noon, 5:00 & 7:00 p.m.

Saturday, December 12t ~ Celebration in honor of Our Lady of Guadalupe

4:30 p.m. Bi-Lingual Mass - followed by reception in Holy Family Hall
Thursday, December 17" ~ 7:30 p.m. Simbang Gabi [Filipino Christmas Celebration]

The Mass will be followed by reception in Holy Family Hall. All are welcome!
December 20™" ~ The Fourth Sunday of Advent
The Blessing of the Christmas Bambino will take place at all Masses this weekend. Bring the Baby Jesus from your Nativity set
at home [make sure it is labeled] and place it in the Nativity Scene in Church before Mass begins. The figures of the Infant
Jesus will be blessed by Father during Mass today.

Saturday evening vigil Mass:  4:30 p.m.

Sunday morning Masses: 7:30, 9:30, 11:30 a.m., and 7:00 p.m.
Thursday, December 24" ~ Christmas Eve

Morning Masses: 6:15and 8:15 a.m.

Vigil Masses of Christmas: 4:00 and 5:30 p.m.

Christmas Mass at Midnight: ~ The main Mass of Christmas, celebrated at the Midnight Hour. Christmas

Carols and the Blessing of the Nativity Scene begin at 11:30 p.m.
Friday, December 25" ~ Christmas Day
Masses of Christmas Day: 7:30, 9:30, and 11:30 a.m.
*There is NO evening Mass on Christmas Day.

Thursday, December 31 ~New Year’s Eve:
The Vigil of the Solemnity of Mary, the Mother of God
Morning Mass: 6:15and 8:15a.m.
Vigil Masses: 4:00 and 5:30 p.m.

Thursday, January 1st ~ A Holy Day of Obligation
New Year’s Day: The Solemnity of Mary, the Mother of God
Masses of New Year’s Day:  7:30, 9:30, and 11:30 a.m.
*There is NO evening Mass on New Year’s Day.
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Mass Intentions

Saturday, December 5

4:30 p.m. Frank Pavelka, Jr.
Sunday, December 6

7:30 am. Stephanie Nowak

9:30 a.m. Anthony Barry Tomazin

11:30 a.m. Clara Heimberg and Jerome Ostrowski

7:00 p.m. Juan and Julieta Togado
Monday, December 7

6:15 am. Intention of Jaison Joseph

8:15 a.m. William Randick

7:00 p.m. Intention of Jane and Bill Turner

25th Wedding Anniversary

Tuesday, December 8

6:15 a.m. Intention of Mary James
8:15a.m. Helen Hencinski
Noon Thomas Hennessy

5:00 p.m. People of the Parish

7:00 p.m. Intention of Project Gabriel
Wednesday, December 9

6:15 a.m. Father David Stalzer

8:15 a.m. Julia Juricek
Thursday, December 10

6:15 a.m. Dorothy Galliano

8:15 a.m. George Vajdik
Friday, December 11

6:15 a.m. John Baranczuk

8:15 a.m. Burns Mossman
Saturday, December 12

8:15a.m. Robert Barton

4:30 p.m. Katherine Halla
Sunday, December 13

7:30 am. Father Dominic Valentino
9:30 am. Dominic Balma

11:30 a.am. Lucy Marquez
7:00 p.m. Juan and Julieta Togado

IN YOUR CHARITY, REMEMBER IN PRAYER...
Those who are sick, in need of the Lord’s healing:
Calvin Herion, Marguerite Schoenauer, Ralph and Carmela
Wakerly, Archie Lucas, Fran Possidoni, Sheila McGovern,
Marie Barta, Lucy Lejeaunesse, Sarah Clanton, Rose Printy,
William Swanston, Barbara Rovtar, Donald Sterling,
Florence Sobolewski, Jane Martini, Karen Fijolek,
Genevieve Serafin, Joseph Valentino, Jim Niehoff, Ray
Jilek, Sr., Matthew Cylinski, Antonio Guzzo, William Ealy,
Joseph Schaefer, Frank Johanik, Jim Marble, Elio Papucci,
Lucille Sytko, Shirley Buckley, Margaret Prokop, Marty
Bauler, Howard Schumacher, Charles Tucker, Megan Wise,
Mateo Gramstad, Paula Majercikova, Edward Putlak, Helen
Stevens, George Candra, John Krause, Ivan Fernandez,
Isabella Rodrigues, Nora Brady

Dear Parish Family,

Today we celebrate the Second Sunday of
Advent. I think it’s important for all of us to continue to
prepare our hearts, as well as our homes, for the coming
feast of Christmas. It’s a beautiful time of year, and a
busy one... and, if we aren’t careful to keep Christ and our
relationship with Him at the center of the Season, we can
easily be “overwhelmed” in the rush of the season, and
forget what it’s all about.... Jesus Christ — our life, our
sweetness, and our hope — who was born in Bethlehem
and by His death and resurrection is constantly with us,
leading us to Heaven. Remember, HE is the point of all
our joy, our preparations, and celebrations during the
HOLY Season!

This coming week we have two opportunities to
celebrate the “reason for the Season!” Jesus was born of
the Sinless Virgin Mary for our salvation. We honor Mary
in a special way, twice this week.... please join us! On
Tuesday, we celebrate the Solemnity of the Immaculate
Conception — a Holy Day of Obligation. On Saturday
evening we celebrate the Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe.
Father Tom Tivy [Father Jerry Tivy’s brother] will be
here to celebrate a bi-lingual Mass in English and
Spanish. Following the mass we will hold a reception. We
welcome all who will join us for these celebrations.

Since we’ll be celebrating this beautiful ethnic
Mass in honor of Our Lady of Guadalupe with our
Hispanic brothers and sisters, I want to take the
opportunity to invite EVERYONE in the parish to be a
witness to our Catholic Faith to those whose first
language is Spanish. I’'m sure you’ll have the opportunity
over the next few months to run into someone who speaks
Spanish... so don’t miss the chance to witness to our
Faith, and spread the truth of the Catholic Faith. Tell
family and friends that Mass in Spanish is available
each Saturday evening at 6:30 p.m. at Divine Savior
Parish in Downers Grove. Father Bill Conway is fluent
in Spanish. Not only is he celebrating Mass each week,
BUT, he will also assist Spanish speaking people with
their pastoral and sacramental needs. Please keep this in
mind, and spread the news to Spanish speaking Catholics
in our area. One of the “messages” of our Lady of
Guadalupe is to make Her Son known... this is a great
way to do what Mary tells you.

Also... don’t forget, Christmas is coming. Make a
good confession of your sins before the Holiday. As
Catholics, we are bound to confess at least once a year.
Especially if you’ve been away from the Sacrament for a
while, come and encounter the Forgiving Christ in this
wonderful Sacrament.

God bless you, and Mary keep you!

Foithier Do Sabso
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SUNDAY OFFERING

The Sunday Offering for the weekend of November
21/22 amounted to $14,512. Children’s envelopes
totaled $37. The Human Development collection that
weekend totaled $3,723.

The Sunday Offering for the weekend of November
28/29 amounted to $16,448. Children’s envelopes
totaled $39.

The Heart of Christ collection totaled $3,226

The weekly budgeted amount for the 2009//10 year, which
began July 1, is $19,000.

May God bless you for your continued generosity.

December 6, 2009

First Sunday of the Month
Offerings for the Poor

The First Sunday of each month is set aside for the
collection of non-perishable food and monetary offerings for
the poor. Food can be left in the vestibule of the Church. If
you prefer, or have forgotten your donation of
non-perishable food, monetary donations can be left in the
poor boxes mounted into the walls at the entrances of the
Church. You can also make a donation directly to the
Rectory or through the Sunday Offering in an envelope
marked for the poor. Please be generous, and make a habit
of assisting those in need.

Flame of Faith

Six candles burn perpetually around the Blessed Sacrament
in the Sacred Heart Chapel of Eucharistic Adoration.
Intentions listed below are remembered for ONE WEEK
[Sunday to Sunday]. The burning candles serve as a
constant prayer before the Lord, present in the Blessed
Sacrament. Envelopes for you to have your intentions
remembered and prayed for are available in the lobby of the
Adoration Chapel. The candles will burn this week for the
following intentions:

1 Eric Batterman

1 Healthy children, love, and prayers answered

1 Souls of Mark Lepkowski and Dr. Bidy Kulkarni

1 Our beloved pastor, Father William De Salvo

1 Successful surgery for George

1+ Employment for my son

Confessions During Advent

December 6™: The Feast of Saint Nicholas
The “Real” Santa Claus”

The feast of Saint Nicholas is celebrated on December 6,
and so, on the evening before December 6™ children in
many European countries eagerly await a visit from Saint
Nicholas - for in those lands it is the good St. Nicholas who
brings gifts to children rather than Father Christmas, Santa
Claus or the Three Kings. Sometimes St. Nicholas visits
openly, at family gatherings, and other times he comes
unseen while children are asleep! Like Santa Claus and
Father Christmas he is generous with sweets and presents ~
if the children have been good.

For centuries St. Nicholas has been loved and
revered. Born in Asia Minor in the fourth century A.D., he
became a Bishop at a very young age. Stories and legends of
his great compassion and generosity spread rapidly. One
story tells how he came to help a family so poor that the
eldest of three daughters was about to be sold into slavery.
Twice, unseen by anyone, Nicholas dropped a bag of gold
through their window to provide marriage dowries for two of
the daughters. But as Nicholas secretly tried to leave gold a
third time, he was discovered. “Promise never to tell anyone
of this,” Nicholas insisted. And ever after, the legends tell,
many of the best gifts of St. Nicholas have been left in
secret.

In some Countries children put their shoes outside
their doors, Nicholas comes and fills them with sweets and
little gifts. The custom of a visit from Saint Nicholas helps
children to learn to appreciate the feeling of anticipation for
the coming Feast of Christmas, it helps them [and adults as
well] to keep a Christian focus on the Season, and reinforces
the notion that all good things are ultimately a blessing from
God, because of His love for us ~ shown to us in His greatest
gift, the gift of Jesus Christ! As we celebrate the Feast of
Saint Nicholas this year, do something special for your
family... in some way, make the goodness of this popular
saint known. After all... he IS the REAL Santa!

Forgiveness springs forth from humility, in the realization of our own weakness, imperfection, and sinfulness. If
God, who is perfect, can forgive sinners, how much more should we do so. In Saint Luke’s gospel Jesus reminds us... Do not
Jjudge, and you will not be judged... forgive and you will be forgiven. [Luke 6:37].

As we prepare for the coming feast of Christmas, we prepare our hearts as well as our homes. Ample time is being
provided for all to make a good Confession of their sins in preparation for the coming feast of Christmas. Confessions are
heard on Saturdays, from 3:15-4:15 p.m. and on Sunday evenings from 6:00 - 6:45 p.m. During Advent, Confessions will
also be heard approximately 20-minutes before the Sunday morning Masses. Prepare for the Lord’s coming, not only at
Christmas, but for His coming at the end of your own life, and at the end of time.
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Tuesday, December 8™

Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception

A Holy Day of Obligation

In 1854 Blessed Pope Pius IX proclaimed
the infallible statement: The most Blessed
Virgin Mary, in the first instant of her
conception, by a singular grace and
privilege granted by almighty God, in
view of the merits of Jesus Christ, the
savior of the human race, was preserved
free from all stain of original sin.

This doctrine is often misunderstood by Catholics and
non-Catholics, alike. The dogma has to do with the conception
of the Blessed Virgin Mary within the womb of Her mother ~
NOT the conception of Jesus within the womb of Mary. Since
Mary was to be the Mother of Jesus; the Word of God become
Man, the Father had to prepare a ready, worthy, and willing
resting place for His love come down to earth at Christmas. By
special favor, because she was chosen to be the Mother of God,
Mary was preserved free from the stain of original sin from the
first moment of her conception. She was allowed to share,
beforehand, in the gift of redemption won by Christ on the
Cross. The feast of the Immaculate Conception comes nine
months before the feast of Mary’s birthday, celebrated on
September 8" Her Immaculate Conception finds its
completion in the Assumption, celebrated on August 15", The
dogma of the Assumption states that at the end of Her earthly
life, since sinless from the first moment of Her conception, she
should not have to undergo the corruption of the grave and is
assumed body and soul into Heaven.

Masses for the Solemnity of the
Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Vigil Mass on Monday, December 7™ ~ 7:00 p.m.
Holy Day Masses on Tuesday, December 8™
6:15, 8:15 a.m., Noon, 5:00 & 7:00 p.m.

U}wdFam; December FCFF sessions begin on December
& 9™ for the families in Group A. Group B meets
mm & on Monday, December 14™ and Group C will

meet on Wednesday, December 16™. Please
bring new adult-sized socks or gloves to donate to PADS. Our
parish food drive also continues through December 18", so you
may still bring canned food to your class session. God bless
your generosity!

Q,

)

All children who have volunteered to play a part in the
FCFF Nativity pageant are asked to arrive in Holy Family
Hall at 4:30 p.m. on the night of their class. After the children
practice, there will be time for them to have something to eat
before class begins. Please provide a sandwich and a drink for

your child.
Congratulations to all the children who received the

Sacrament of Reconciliation for the first time on November
30™. God bless you always.

Confirmation Candidates: Church Service Opportunities are
available to help with the Holy Trinity Parish Giving Tree.
Please call the Religious Education office at 630-968-5978 for
more information. God bless you.

vt NQ regular youth ministry meeting this Sunday,
e, December 6™ because of the service project the
4 preceding day
Diteots

4 4« Regular YM meeting on Sunday, December 13"
from 5 — 6:45 p.m. in Holy Family Hall.

Part 4 of the t3: the teen timeline Bible Study on Sunday,
December 20", 5 — 6:45 p.m. in Holy Family Hall. It is not too
late to jump in on this fun, interactive journey through the
historical books of the Bible, geared especially for teens!

Ho!Ho!Ho! Want to play Santa? Youth Ministry will be
delivering food and gifts to the Little Sisters of the Poor in
Palatine on Monday, December 21%. We will meet at Holy
Trinity at 11 a.m., load the sleighs, put an extra battery in
Rudolph’s nose, and be on our way! We expect to return to
Holy Trinity by 3 p.m. This can be used as a church or
community service project for Confirmation. (If you are not a
registered YM participant, you will need a completed
permission form!)

Contact Pam Simon at 630-9068-5978, ext. 101 or email
psimon@holytrinitywestmont.org for more information or to
obtain a permission form for the service project.

The service ministries of Holy Trinity are again
X ™ sponsoring The Giving Tree. They will be helping
needy families in our parish and community for Christmas.
If you are interested in making someone’s Christmas a
little brighter, please select a tag or tags from the tree and
purchase a gift listed on the back of the tag. The item on
the back of the tag is only a suggestion. Feel free to purchase
whatever you like. Please do the following:
e  WRAP your gift.
e ATTACH THE TAG to the top of your wrapped gift with the
family number facing up.
e RETURN all wrapped gifts to the Church vestibule NEXT
WEEKEND, DECEMBER 12/13, before and after all masses.
Please do not take a tag if you cannot purchase the gift. We would
not want to disappoint anyone. If you have any questions, please call
Mary Woolsey at 630-434-9397 after 6:00 p.m.

e T
GIVING TREE

2" Annual
Holy Trinity School

Christmas Tree Sale!

NOW until December 22
(while supplies last)

Located at the former site of the convent in the gravel
parking lot.

Open weeknights MON ~ FRI 6 - 8 p.m.
weekends SAT & SUN 11 am. - 6 p.m.

If you have a tree already, please consider purchasing
and donating a tree to a needy family in our parish.

Questions? please contact:
Jim Murray 630-971-9920 OR Mike Porter 630-434-2329
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Memorare Prayer Campaign

| Father De Salvo has asked us to “Pray for the |
| success of the Heritage of Faith Campaign and its |
| projects, that all we do will be done in accordance |
| With God’s will for us.’ I
| The HTS Class of 2011 has been leading a I
: campaign to pray 50,000 Memorares for just that! :
| You can help! Just pray the Memorare for this |
: petition, mark down below the number of I
| Memorares that you offer each day, and cut out and |
| return this box at the end of the month. So far, we :
| have offered 21,521 Memorares. Please join us in |
| asking the Blessed Mother to carry our petition to |
: God.

|

|
Remember, O most gracious Virgin Mary, :
that never was it known |

that anyone who fled to thy protection, |
implored thy help, or sought thy intercession, :
was left unaided. I

Inspired with this confidence, I fly unto thee, I
O Virgin of Virgins, my Mother, |

to thee I come, before thee I stand :
sinful and sorrowful. I

O Mother of the Word Incarnate! I
despise not my petitions, but, in thy mercy, |
hear and answer me. Amen :
|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

ol

U ——— i —

121 129 1217 12125
122 1210 1218 12126
123 1211 1219 12027
12/4 _ 12/12__ 1220 12128
12/5 12113 1221 1229
1206 1214 1222 1230
127 1215 1223 1231
128 12116 1224

Mission Needs

Father Perez is in need of clothing, shoes, household
items, furniture, pots/pans, etc. for the missions in Peru.
Please contact the Rectory 630-968-1366 for drop-off
information.

SIMBANG GABI
There will be a traditional Filipino Christmas Vigil Mass ~
Simbang Gabi (pronounced SIM-BANG GAH-BEE) at Holy
Trinity Church on Thursday, December 17, at 7:30 p.m. All
parishioners are welcome to attend. Refreshments will be

served in Holy Family Hall after Mass. Set forth below is the
schedule for the other eight Vigil Masses in the area.

Tuesday
December 15 at 7:30 p.m.

Notre Dame

64 Norfolk

Clarendon Hills, IL 60514
630.654.3365

Friday
December 18 at 7:30 p.m.

St. Mary Immaculate
15629 S. Route 59
Plainfield, IL 60544
815.436.2651

Sunday

December 20 at 5 p.m.
Christ the King

1501 S. Main Street
Lombard, IL 60148
630.629.1717

Tuesday
December 22 at 7:30 p.m.

St. Andrew the Apostle
530 Glen Avenue

Wednesday

December 16 at 7:30 p.m.
Divine Savior

67" and Main Streets
Downers Grove, IL 60516
630.969.1532

Saturday

December 19 at 4:30 p.m.
St. Francis of Assisi

1501 West Boughton Road
Bolingbrook, IL 60490
630.759.7588

Monday

December 21 at 7:30 p.m.
Christ the Servant

8700 Havens Drive
Woodridge, IL 60517
630.910.0770

Wednesday

December 23 at 7:15 p.m.

(combined Eastern and
and Western Clusters)

Romeoville, IL 60446
815.886.4165

Our Lady of Peace
701 Plainfield Road
Darien, IL 60561
630.323.4333

Holy Trinity’s
Job Seekers Support Group

We will meet this Monday, December 7, after the 8:15
morning mass. Anyone who has lost their job is welcome
to join us in Holy Family Hall. Parishioners who are
employed and are aware of open positions within their
company are asked to contact Deacon Bill Casey with
details at wcasey@holytrinitywestmont.org. or at the
Rectory 630-968-1366, ext. 224.

Manna Special Order Deadline

Last day to special order Manna certificates for the
holidays is Monday, December 14, by 10 a.m.
Just a reminder...if you wait until the last minute to
order, they may not have your particular
certificate(s) on hand.

Carefree Seniors
Just a reminder...

Christmas party ~ December 16
Noon in Holy Family Hall

For information, please call
Mary Reif 75630-963-3221 or
Ceil Hughes 78630-968-3403
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PPltbe The %ﬂn 54/747" .

. The Holidays are days of celebration

?JI._. and abundance. But for the poor, this time of

?Elilirn year dramatically highlights their poverty.
'f;“g.'iﬂ Care for those in need should be part of your
(';‘-lé‘ EW holiday preparations, not just “something
l-‘{'{l!lg nice” to do with what’s left over.

In making your Holiday preparations, get
the whole family involved...encourage
everyone in your home to seriously consider what they
are going to do to provide for God’s poor.... In the
Gospel, Jesus says very clearly: Whatever you do to the
least of my brothers and sisters, you do for ME! You’ll
help those in need, but also yourself and your family.
Below are listed some ways for you to help. Make these
upcoming holidays... HOLY-days by putting your faith in
action.

e Make a substantial, sacrificial donation to the Holy
Trinity Heart of Christ Fund. From this single fund
we give money to the Parish Food Pantry, Saint
Vincent de Paul Society, People’s Resource Center in
Westmont, and other various charities and
organizations who assist those in need. Contributions
can be made directly to Father De Salvo, through the
Poor Boxes at the entrances of the church, or through
the Sunday Offering in envelopes marked “Heart of
Christ Fund.”

e Purchase gifts cards [through the Manna Program] to
provide perishable groceries, gas, or other needed
household and clothing items. Drop in the collection,
Poor Boxes, etc. marked “for the poor.”

e Throughout November and December, bring gifts of
non-perishable food to the vestibule of the church.
The pantries we help are always in need of more food.

e Support the “Giving Tree” program — take a tag
from the tree, buy, wrap, and securely label the
package for distribution to those in need.

e Contribute directly to houses of vowed, Religious
women who are associated with our parish, and are in
need of charitable contributions for their existence:

Poor Clare Sisters - Annunciation Monastery
6200 East Minooka Road
Minooka, Illinois 60447

Dominican Sisters of Mary ~
Mother of the Eucharist
4597 Warren Road

Ann Arbor, MI 48105

Little Sisters of the Poor

St. Joseph Home for the Aged
80 West Northwest Highway
Palatine, Illinois 60067-3582

Holy Trinity Church & School

presents

2010 Dinmer Deinece
“Yardi Gras™
Friclag, Fel)ruarg 12,2010
6:30 - Midnight
The Carlisle ~ Lombard

Come and enjoy a sit-down dinner, music, an open bar, a
martini bar, silent and live auctions and a wonderful
opportunity to spend time with family, friends, fellow
parishioners, and supporters of Holy Trinity Parish. In
addition to all of that, a number of familiar “casino games”
will be on hand for your enjoyment.

Our Youth Ministry Program will provide
FREE baby sitting
in Holy Family Hall for those attending.
For information, please call the
Youth Ministry Office 630/968-5978

Please support this major Parish Fund Raiser!

e I would like to purchase seats for the
Wardi Gres Dinner Dance. Enclosed is the
total payment of $ [$70 per person] *Please
include the names of all attendees, AND dinner

choice for each:[1] filet mignon with cabernet wine

sauce [2] salmon with sweet & spicy Asian sauce or
[3] vegetarian.

e Please send me [# of tickets being requested]
Raffle Tickets for me to buy/sell at $25 per ticket, or
5 for $100.

e I would like to donate the following item/service for
the silent auction. Please have someone contact me
regarding my gift.

e [ would like to place a business and/or personal ad in

the Werrdi Grels Ad Book.

full page ad ~ $250; 2 page ad ~ $200;

1/4 page ad ~ $150; business card ad ~ $100;

Inside front/back ~ $350; back cover ~ $400
Enclosed is my camera-ready ad.
Please contact me, and lay out my
ad for me.

e I am interested in helping as a GAME DEALER
and/or where needed. Please contact me.

e I am unable to attend the W2etrrdi Greis Dinner
Dance. Please accept my tax-deductible donation of

$ toward our success.
Name
Address:
Phone: email:
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